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BECOMING A PREMIER CLUB
Heart of the City is proud to announce that we earned the Illinois Youth Soccer Premier Club Accreditation in 2025 - 
an honor that recognizes clubs excelling in key areas of youth sports. To achieve this accreditation, a club must earn five badges 
by meeting specific criteria in five pillars of youth sports:  
•	 Coaching Education 
•	 Parent Engagement 
•	 Player Development 
•	 Safeguarding 
•	 Participation
This recognition highlights Heart of the City’s commitment to more than just wins on the field, but rather the importance of 
overall quality and player experience. 

“Illinois Youth Soccer is proud to recognize 	
	 organizations that look to raise standards 		
	 for youth soccer across the state. Well 		
	 done to all players, coaches and families 		
	 of Heart of the City.” 
	 Adam Howarth
	 Illinois Youth Soccer Director of Coaching 



THE LAST 10 YEARS HAVE BEEN A TRUE JOURNEY 
WITH HEART. AND LAST YEAR WAS A TURNING POINT FOR 
THE ORGANIZATION AND A CHANCE TO GALVANIZE. 
We celebrated our largest graduating class ever, as we watched all 30 high school seniors graduate 
high school and make the transition to their post-secondary lives. 97% enrolled in colleges across the country 
and 53% of those new college students were recruited to play college soccer on scholarship. We are extremely 
proud of these young adults for putting in the hard work, staying focused, overcoming challenges, and 
realizing their dreams. We are incredibly grateful to our staff and coaches who work with them every day to 
ensure they have the support they need. 

The staff and Board completed a 5-year strategic plan that will focus our efforts on building sustainability, capacity, 
and ensuring we have fields and facilities that are safe and accessible for every child in the community. We also 
approved new mission, vision, and values statements. Our new vision is, “A thriving Lake County where youth are 
changemakers, driving positive change in their communities.” And we know that our collective investment of time, 
knowledge, and funding into our student athletes is an investment in the long-term success and wellness of 
our communities themselves. We invest so that the tragedies that are happening in the world around us now will not 
happen again. So that the next generation grows up healthy, thriving, and ready to change the world for the better 
– protecting human rights and the dignity of all who live in our communities. 

We are committed to protecting the youth and families in our program and in our communities no matter what. 
And we know how important it is as a human being to be safe, to belong, and to find joy. Through soccer and 
positive youth development, we hold space where kids can be themselves, feel supported, and escape the stress 
and fear – have space to breathe, and just be kids. Time on the soccer field, a game with friends, a 
field trip to a new place can make all the difference in a child’s life. 

Thank you for standing up with us. Thank you for your time, knowledge, and support. 
Thank you for working towards an inclusive, brighter future for our children 
so that we can continue to make a real difference for kids that need it most and 
change the trajectory of their futures on and off the soccer field. 

Rena Lee
Executive Director

David Motley
Board President



10 YEARS
TEN YEARS OF IMPACT

	 2014
•	 Heart of the City was 

founded with volunteer staff

•	 Mission: provide more 
affordable recreational 
soccer opportunities for 
boys and girls in Waukegan

	 2015
•	 Primarily funded by one donor 

and small grants

•	 Merged with North Central 
United Soccer Club to add a 
competitive travel program 
and support higher-level 
skill development and future 
opportunities

	 2018
•	 Secured funding for a 
	 full-time Executive 		
	 Director and additional staff

•	 Expanded soccer programming, 
academic support, and 
partnerships

•	 Formalized the Board of 
Directors with bylaws and 
committees

•	 Launched small fundraising 
events to grow funding resources

	 2020
•	 Temporarily suspended in-person programs due to 

COVID-19

•	 Expanded post-secondary readiness to include 
trade schools, apprenticeships, military, and service 
programs

•	 Increased social support referrals and partnerships 
	 (mental health, crisis support, food, housing, etc.) 

•	 Initiated virtual soccer training and exercises to 
keep kids active  

•	 Youth Served: 385 
	 (modified programs)

	 2016
•	 Became an independent nonprofit 

organization after merger ended

•	 Focused on skill-building and post-
secondary exposure

•	 Several youth earned college soccer 
scholarships

•	 Hired a few key staff members

	 2019
•	 Expanded programming to youth 

ages 5–14 through a new afterschool 
“Academy” program focused on soccer 
fundamentals, social-emotional skills, 

	 and teamwork

•	 “Elite” program grew to 10 travel teams 
(ages 12–19)

•	 Continued to incorporate 
	 academic support and college/career 	
	 planning guidance

•	 Youth served: 712



10 YEARS	 2022
•	 Launched a three-year strategic plan focused 

on program impact

•	 Started planning to expand after school 
programs beyond Waukegan 

•	 Formally partnered with Rosalind Franklin 
University to provide free physical health and 
wellness support

•	 Enhanced post-secondary and wellness support

•	 Fundraising doubled; hosted first annual Gala

•	 Youth served: 690

	 2024
•	 Named Project Play Champion 

by the Aspen Institute for our 
unique approach to positive youth 
development through soccer

•	 Increased focus on social-emotional 
learning, leadership, life skills, and 
relationship building

•	 Formally integrated short, engaging 
SEL activities into soccer practices

•	 Youth served: 1,399

	 2021
•	 Resumed in-person programs in the 

spring

•	 Emphasized youth engagement, 
physical activity, and social 
connection

•	 Youth served: 513

	 2023
•	 Launched satellite after 
	 school programs in 
	 North Chicago, Gurnee, and 	
	 Highland Park/Highwood
	 to reduce transportation
	 barriers for underserved
	 elementary youth

•	 Incorporated free mental health
	 support for families with the
	 help of partner organizations

•	 Youth served: 1,157

	 2025
•	 Celebrated largest high school 
	 graduating class

•	 97% enrolled in post-secondary institutions

•	 53% received college soccer scholarships

•	 Board approved a new five-year strategic 

plan with updated mission, vision, and 
values statements, focused on fundraising 
and securing stable program spaces

•	 Youth served: 1,394



HEART
THE HEART BEHIND THE MISSION – OUR VALUES
At Heart of the City, our core values are the heartbeat of everything we do—they shape every step as we grow, play, and lead—
as an organization, as student athletes, and as a community. They inspire us to dream big, overcome challenges, and reach our 
highest potential.

HEALTH & WELLNESS

•	 Promote physical 
fitness and healthy 
habits through soccer 

•	 Support mental well-
being in safe, structured 
environments 

•	 Build confidence, 
discipline, and lifelong 
wellness skills 

EMPOWERMENT

•	 Prepare youth for 
college and career 
pathways 

•	 Provide mentorship and 
leadership development 

•	 Strengthen networks 
and skills for long-term 
success 

RESILIENCE

•	 Teach social-emotional 
learning (SEL) skills 

•	 Help youth navigate 
challenges and 
setbacks 

•	 Build perseverance, 
self-awareness, and 
emotional strength 

TEAMWORK

•	 Host family-centered 
events and celebrations 

•	 Strengthen 
relationships between 
players 

•	 Foster belonging, 
collaboration, and 
community support 

ACCESS

•	 Reduce financial and 
transportation barriers 
to play  

•	 Bring programming 
directly into 
communities that need 
it most 

•	 Level the playing field 
for all youth 



HEART
WHY WE DO IT
Youth represent the health and wellness of our community, our society, and the whole world by reflecting the conditions they grow up 
in. When young people are physically healthy, emotionally resilient, curious, and hopeful, it usually means their environment is safe, 
they can envision a bright future, and they feel included, connected, and cared for.  

Youth sports are one of the clearest ways we can measure societal health and wellness.  

When youth sports are accessible, safe, and positive youth development-focused, they show that a community values holistic wellness. 
Participation in sports promotes physical fitness, healthy habits, teamwork, discipline, and stress management. 
Just as importantly, positive sports environments support mental health—giving young people a sense of belonging, confidence,
and purpose.  

Our staff, coaches, and board emphasize growth over winning, and our programs prioritize inclusion and life skills. The lessons 
our student athletes learn through sports—how to handle success and failure, how to treat teammates, how to care for their bodies—
carry into adulthood, leading to a society of people who value lifelong physical activity, emotional resilience, and 
community involvement.

	 MISSION: Heart of the City empowers under-resourced youth in Lake County through transformative soccer
	 programs and exposure to academic, career, and leadership experiences, building skills for success on and off the field. 

	 VISION: A thriving Lake County where youth are changemakers, creating lasting impact in their communities.



738
PLAYERS

336
PLAYERS

320
PLAYERS

GRASSROOTS 
Our free introductory soccer clinics and camps are implemented at partner locations, such as schools, 
park districts, and other nonprofit organizations. These one or two-day clinics focus on fun for elementary and 
middle-school youth, which gives them a positive introduction to the sport of soccer, helps build long-term 
healthy habits, and focuses on teambuilding.

ACADEMY
Our recreational soccer Academy is a developmental program for ages 5-14 to learn the basics of playing 
soccer.  Sessions are held for 6-8 weeks throughout the year, and practice is once or twice per week. The curriculum 
incorporates short social emotional learning exercises around teamwork, communication, and decision making,
and introduces families to resources with our partner organizations. 
Programs were held in Waukegan and at schools in North Shore School District 112 in Highland Park/Highwood, 
North Chicago School District 187, and Beach Park School District 3. 

ELITE TRAVEL
Our Elite Travel program is high-level and competitive play for ages 7-19 focusing on more intensive player 
development to prepare students for college level soccer. Travel teams are formed by tryouts twice per year and 
teams practice 2-4 times per week. Games and tournaments are played in and out of the state. We incorporate 
more intensive social-emotional learning exercises and teambuilding trips into the program. Our youth development 
department works one-on-one with middle and high school students to ensure they are on track to graduate, have a 
plan after high school, and help break down any challenges and barriers they are facing.  

1,394 STUDENT ATHLETES OUR PROGRAMS



<20K

20K-40K

40K-60K

60K+

UNREPORTED

13%

34%

20%

17%

16%

FAMILY  HOUSEHOLD INCOME

$59,950 IS CONSIDERED VERY LOW 
INCOME FOR A FOUR PERSON HOUSEHOLD
IN LAKE COUNTY.



OUR STUDENT ATHLETES

82%

8%

6%

2%

2%

LATINO/A

WHITE

AFRICAN AMERICAN

ASIAN

OTHER

70%

30%

BOYS

GIRLS

14%

60%

26%

UNDER 8 YEARS OLD

8-12 YEARS OLD

13 YEARS & OLDER



26%

18%

14%

14%

7%

6%

WAUKEGAN – 368 STUDENTS

HIGHLAND PARK /HIGHWOOD – 256 STUDENTS

ZION – 193 STUDENTS 

BEACH PARK – 190 STUDENTS

ROUND LAKE – 97 STUDENTS

GURNEE – 82 STUDENTS

WHERE OUR STUDENTS LIVE

3%

3%

2%

1%

6%

PARK CITY – 45 STUDENTS

NORTH CHICAGO – 39 STUDENTS

WADSWORTH – 28 STUDENTS

WINTHROP HARBOR – 20 STUDENTS

UNKNOWN/OTHER – 76 STUDENTS
(GRAYSLAKE, GREAT LAKES, 
INGLESIDE, LAKE BLUFF, 
LINDENHURST, KENOSHA, 
MUNDELEIN, AND MORE)



A US SOCCER PARTNER – SOCCER FOR SUCCESS
With our new partnership with the US Soccer Foundation, we are now implementing their 
Soccer for Success afterschool curriculum to help us formalize a more holistic Kindergarten-8th 
grade youth development program. Soccer for Success focuses on building soccer and life skills 
through interactive activities and play. The lessons in each session focus on personal health and 
wellbeing, and emotional health. Each lesson includes a soccer and social-emotional learning (SEL) 
focus with a warm-up, an activity, a scrimmage, and closing circle. 

SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL LEARNING (SEL) FOCUSES ON:
•	 Self-awareness
•	 Self-management 
•	 Social awareness 
•	 Relationship skills
•	 Responsible decision-making

There is an increasing need to identify with student athletes’ backgrounds, values, beliefs, 
and home culture to help them draw on their lived experiences 
and support their individual sense of self. Culturally responsive 
SEL is used to strengthen foundations between coaches and 
students and build trust.



YOUTH REPORTED THAT OUR PROGRAMS:
Expanded their Interests
Promoted Peer Bonds
Engaged with them Authentically
Helped them Share Power
Helped them Manage their Goals
Built a Sense of Team
Challenged their Growth

ELEMENTARY
59%
72%
83%

HEART OF THE CITY PARENTS REPORTED THE PROGRAM:
Encouraged Teamwork	 94%   
Respected Players	 100%   
Improved  Soccer Skills 	 100%  
Helped Develop Healthy Habits	 73%
Improved Self-Confidence	 79%
Increased Leadership Skills	 96%
Improved Sportmanship	 79%

HOW DOES SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL LEARNING MAKE AN IMPACT?
We utilize Hello Insight, an online platform, to survey our student athletes measuring sports-based social-emotional learning 
competencies, program impact, and positive youth development experiences.  

MIDDLE SCHOOL
66%
73%
82%
56%
69%
82%
82%

HIGH SCHOOL
83%
89%
82%
72%
81%
83%
87%



THIS COULD BE ME!
In 2025, we hosted our first middle school college visit with a group of students from Northwood Middle School in Highland Park.

On the visit, one of the students struck up a conversation 
in Spanish with a worker behind the cafeteria counter 
during lunch. After a few minutes of chatting, their 
conversation ended with a friendly handshake. The 
student returned to the group and said, “I asked him if 
they had sopes since they already had all the toppings.” 
Though the worker said they didn’t serve sopes, he said, 
“That’s actually a great idea. How about this, when 
you come here in five years, I’ll make sure we have sopes 
waiting for you.”

These small interactions remind us that college visits are 
not just about touring campuses, they are about building 
confidence, making connections, and feeling seen. 
Sometimes, the most lasting impressions
come not from professors or lectures, but from 
unexpected conversations that affirm belonging and 
possibility. For that 8th grader, that moment may 
just be the spark that fuels his journey back to that same
 dining hall as a college student.



VIVERO FAMILY
VIVERO FAMILY
VIVERO FAMILY
VIVERO FAMILY
VIVERO FAMILY
VIVERO FAMILY

A LIFETIME OF IMPACT FOR THE VIVERO FAMILY
Soccer has always been a big part of life for the Vivero Family. After learning about Heart of the City 
from a friend in 2023, the family enrolled all three of their children. Now, the whole family participates in the 
program from soccer to yoga, college visits, and family events.

GIANNI
After attending a college visit with his teammates, Gianni was inspired. He began to see what his future 
could look like. “Walking on those campuses, talking to coaches, and imagining myself playing at the next level 
made everything feel real.” Gianni graduated in 2025 and is now playing soccer at Governors State University 
and pursuing a college degree in business. As a freshman, he earned a promotion to the top team at his 
university, a direct reflection of the discipline he built at Heart of the City.

BRIANNA
Brianna has a quiet demeanor, but she is dedicated to her team and soccer training. Now in High School, she is 
gaining confidence in herself on and off the field and feels soccer is helping her become more responsible. She is
eager to attend college visits and think about her future. 

LEYVER
Leyver, now on the U10 Boys Elite, is focused on growing his soccer skills and is especially proud of 
scoring a hat trick in a game. His coach refers to Leyver as a good player, very respectful, and 
always helpful.

“Heart of the City has had a positive impact on our family. I’ve seen my children grow in confidence, 
discipline, and teamwork. I feel that the coaches are very supportive and encourage the players to work 
hard and to believe in themselves. Heart of the City is like a family where parents, coaches, players, 
and staff all support each other. It’s a place for kids to grow in confidence, teamwork, and responsibility.”



COLLEGE RECRUITMENT
Unlike other soccer programs that just send players to tournaments, Heart of the City invests in our players with our Recruitment 
Program which enhances the possibility of being recruited to play soccer in college on scholarship. Because many of our athletes are 
the first in their families to pursue college, having step-by-step support through the college application, visits to regional colleges, and 
recruitment processes helps make those dreams become reality.  

First-generation college students account for over 50% of undergraduates and they frequently encounter unique financial, academic, 
and social navigations challenges yet bring resilience and determination to their academic journeys.  

53% of first-generation student athletes would not attend college without athletic scholarships.



CONGRATS TO OUR GRADUATES
EMILIO ARRENDONDO • JAIRO BONILLA • JOANNA CAMACHO • KEDAR CORTES • ANTHONY CORTEZ • CARLA GARCIA • 
DAVIA GONZALEZ • MARIAH GUZMAN • RAMSES “GIO” RODRIGUEZ • DANAI SERNA JIMENEZ • GISELLE VAZQUEZ • 
SUHEIL BURGOS-RETANA • SEBASTIAN DE LA CRUZ • JIMMY BASULTO 

AND CELEBRATING THE SENIORS WHO WERE RECRUITED TO PLAY 
COLLEGE LEVEL SOCCER ON SCHOLARSHIP!
ANTHONY ACOSTA • KAYLAN ACOSTA • IVAN ANDRADE • CARLOS BANALES • ESTEBAN BARRERA • DIEGO BUENO • BRAYAN CANO • 
EDGAR CASTELLANOS • ANGELINA DIAZ • PABLO GARCIA • YATZIRI MARTINEZ • JONATHAN MEJIA • DAVID MENDOZA • 
GERICHO NAVARRO • AXEL PEREZ • GIANNI VIVERO 



SHE SCORES!
According to the Women’s Sports Foundation, more than 38% of U.S. girls – compared to 25% of boys – don’t participate in sports. 
And, by age 14, girls are two times more likely to drop out of sports than boys.  

To support our girls programming and efforts to keep girls playing, Heart of the City partnered with Laureus Sport for Good, Dove, 
and Nike to implement Body Confident Sport curriculum with our girls. Body Confident Sport supports girls in improving body 
confidence, focusing on what their bodies can do over what their body looks like and changing our language from appearance-based 
to emphasizing performance, skills, and effort. The initiative offered a safe space for moms, daughters, teammates, and coaches to 
discuss sensitive but important topics around body confidence. 

WOMEN’S ELITE U23 
We launched a Women’s Elite U23 team to provide Heart of the City program alumni, College of Lake County players, and other local 
female athletes with a competitive summer playing opportunity. This program keeps our alumni engaged in programming, supported 
through their college career, and continues their soccer development in their off season. 

	 NUMBER OF GIRLS IN HOTC PROGRAMS: 
	 2022: 180 
	 2023: 206 
	 2024: 264 
	 2025: 335   

SCAN QR CODE 
TO WATCH
HER SCORE!



VICTOR VICTOR
VICTOR VICTOR
VICTOR VICTOR
VICTOR VICTOR
VICTOR VICTOR
VICTOR VICTOR

COACH OF THE YEAR: VICTOR RICO
Victor has been a coach for Heart of the City for the past two years, 
and in that time has made tremendous impact with our U11 Girls Team, 
U16 Boys Team, and High School Girls Team. Victor’s holistic approach to 
coaching and deep love of the game has produced strong, confident, and 
skilled athletes. In 2025, Victor played a key role in the creation 
of the first-ever Heart of the City U23 Girls Team, which helps Heart of the 
City alumni and local college players stay sharp and connected during 
their offseason. The U23 Girls Team also serves as a bridge to keep 
athletes engaged in the game and a part of the Heart of the City family 
during the summer. Victor’s dedication, leadership, and  professionalism 
have made a lasting impact on our program, and we are truly grateful to 
have him on our coaching staff.



FAMILY ENGAGEMENT & EVENTS 
Family engagement is one of our pillars because our families are more than spectators—they are actively involved in creating a positive 
environment where their children can play, grow, and thrive. When our parents and families join us at games, events, and volunteer 
opportunities, it strengthens support systems and reinforces values like teamwork, respect, and perseverance both on and off the field.



COMMUNITY NEEDS & RAPID RESPONSE
The year 2025 was heartbreaking and challenging. A year when our community navigated fear, insecurity, discouragement, a feeling of 
invisibility, and even violence. When basic human rights were violated and dismissed.  

The youth mental health crisis we experienced during and after the pandemic is growing again. This time, because kids feel unsafe in 
their own homes, and feel unwelcome in communities where they grew up. They don’t understand what and why and who to trust and 
are even scared to go to school because they may not see their parents again.  

And it remains to be seen what impact the immigration raids may have on participation rates for Latino youth in sports. 

In the summer and fall, we maintained communication with our families to ensure that they had everything they needed to live safely 
and freely. We sent surveys out regularly and learned from many of our families that transportation assistance, immigration support, 
access to food, and physical/mental health were the primary concerns.  

Thank you to our supporters who came together to donate funds to help us transport kids to and from practices and games, provide 
grocery gift cards, and connect families to mental and physical health support and legal resources. 

“Thank you so much for keeping our families safe from 	
	 all the chaotic things happening all around us. 
	 Soccer has helped keep our minds distracted and keep 	
	 the kids busy. Brings peace of mind that I can still take 	
	 my daughter to have fun outside the house.”
	 Heart of the City Parent 



WHAT MAKES US DIFFERENT
Our program exists to remove the financial barriers that can prevent young people from participating in organized sports. We subsidize 
the cost of registration for every student athlete at Heart of the City, ensuring that every child – regardless of their family’s income – 
has the opportunity to play, develop skills, and be part of a team.

In this way, we are significantly different from the traditional “pay-to-play” model in the United States, which ties youth sports to a 
family’s financial means. In many competitive or travel soccer clubs, families are responsible for the full cost of participation, which 
can range from $1,000 to $3,000, with additional expenses for uniforms, tournaments, and travel adding $2,500 to $10,000 or more per 
year for a single player. At higher competitive levels, the costs can climb even further, and some families spend $8,000 - $15,000 per 
year for youth club soccer.

At Heart of the City, we subsidize over 85% of the total cost of the program for every player, and also offer scholarships for families 
who need even more assistance. 

	 OUR ANNUAL REGISTRATION COST OF 
	 $600-$800 PER CHILD INCLUDES: 
•	 Tournaments, games, and travel
•	 College and career support
•	 Recruitment support
•	 Access to free and reduced health and wellness resources
•	 Field trips and teambuilding activities
•	 Life skills workshops and mentorship
•	 Family events
•	 Social-emotional learning lessons
 



FROM THE PARENTS
Throughout each year, we regularly survey our parents and families to ensure our programs are impactful and understand new 
and existing challenges. This not only builds trust with our families, but it also helps us be responsive and inclusive and maintain 
focus on youth development. Last year, we initiated listening sessions with our parents and students to help us with our 5-year 
strategic planning and help us improve the program, build trust and engagement, and ensure we meet the needs of our community.

99% of surveyed parents report satisfaction with Heart of the City and the quality of programs. 
50% of surveyed parents report they are not aware of any other after school programs in their areas. 
97% of surveyed parents rate Heart of the City’s program costs are good or excellent.

“It’s the best value for my daughter’s age group and I 	
	 appreciate the community.”
	 Heart of the City Parent 

“The soccer program was wonderful! The coaches 		
	 were clearly experienced and we saw every child not 	
	 only have fun but develop their soccer skills. 
	 Our child rediscovered his love of soccer and he’ll be 	
	 continuing on in the sport thanks to this program.”
	 Heart of the City Parent 

“Grateful to have these programs in our community and 	
	 all year round!”
	 Heart of the City Parent 



SUITS VS CLEATS
Our inaugural Suits vs. Cleats tournament brought together some of our corporate and business partners, staff, coaches, and 
student athletes for a fun day of friendly competition and community building at our annual End-of- Season Celebration. 

The tournament gave our partners the opportunity to step onto the field and experience the energy and teamwork of our programs 
and student athletes. Later in the summer, two of our corporate partners, BCU and Old National Bank, came back for another 
exciting showdown on the field.

Thank you to all the businesses and corporations who joined us! These events were filled with sportsmanship, laughter, and 
community spirit—with BCU taking home the championship title! 

$1,991,104
EXPENSES



FINANCIALS

$1,991,104
EXPENSES

$2,006,571
SOURCES

71%
PERSONNEL & 
COACHING
$1,406,19013%

FIELDS, LEAGUES, YOUTH DEVELOPMENT 
& SUPPORT
$250,238

25%
GRANTS
$493,211

13%
PROGRAM FEES
$260,179

4%
FUNDRAISING 
EVENTS (NET)
$76,854

1%
OTHER
$14,995

6%
OCCUPANCY & OFFICE
$123,715

58%
CONTRIBUTIONS
$1,161,332

5%
INSURANCE & 
OUTSIDE SERVICES
$96,857

3%
MARKETING, 
VOLUNTEERS & OTHER
$58,958

3%
SCHOLARSHIPS
& DISCOUNTS
$55,146



THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS
PREMIER DONORS 
Jessica P. Sarowitz 
Steve Sarowitz 

$149,999–$25,000
The Grainger Foundation 
Healthcare Foundation of Northern Lake County 
Julian Grace Foundation 
Laureus Sport for Good Foundation USA 
Northwestern Medicine 
Schreiber Philanthropy 
Vivo Foundation 

$24,999–$10,000   
Advia Credit Union 
Denise & Kevin Cassin 
City of Hope Chicago 
Family Alliance Foundation 
Gorter Family Foundation 
Grand Appliance & TV 
Harold M. & Adeline S. Morrison Family Foundation 
Highland Park Community Foundation 
Mesa Foundation 
Diane & Douglas Myers 
North Shore Gas Community Fund 
NRG Energy Inc 
The Something Real Possibility Fund 

$9,999–$5,000
BCU 
Ann Carroll-Butler & Jim Butler 
Consumers Credit Union 

Goldman Sachs Wealth Services 
Guy A. & N. Kay Arboit Charitable Trust 
Todd Johnson & Steve Hill 
The Lake County Community Foundation 
Magdalena McElroy 
Old National Bank 
Patrick & Anna M. Cudahy Fund 

$4,999–$2,500
American Place Casino 
Ameriprise Financial Selective Wealth Solutions Group – Steven Adams 
Caring Women’s Connection 
Maria Chavez & John Johnson 
City of Waukegan 
Classic Toyota & Kia of Waukegan – Fred Marks 
GCM Construction LLC – Carol & Guy Hincker 
Dr. Sarah Haag & Dr. Jeffrey Damaschke 
Doug Haberman 
Lake County Sports Center & Entertainment 
Long Grove Confectionery 
Sarah & Scott McLellan 
Sarah Sarowitz 
Gary Potter 
Toyota Motor Corporation 
The Trustmark Foundation 

$2,499–$1,000
Anonymous  
AbbVie 
The Andover Companies 
Bel Brands USA 
Chicago Stars 

Krista & Frankie Cochiaosue 
College of Lake County 
Kate & Daniel Coughlin 
Jacqueline Dela Cruz 
Jeff Espina 
First Bank Chicago Foundation 
Joanne & Alex Giraldo 
Chris Gleason 
Matthew Gohr 
Emily Green 
Michelle Hujer 
Tanya Jaramilla 
Senator Adriane Johnson 
Knights of Columbus 
Rena Lee 
Monette & Craig Leva 
Carrie Madden 
Mary Beth & John McCarthy 
Michael Olson 
Pasquesi Sheppard LLC 
Rodriguez Exterminating – Raquel & Gabriel Cruz 
Sharon Rudnick & Martin Bukacek 
Stampede Culinary Partners Inc 
Cori & James Teppen 
United Group Inc 
Yanelly Villegas 
Anna Volkmann & Grant Whitney 
Walmart Foundation 
Waukegan Community Bank 
Waukegan Mail Depot 



Alena Wigodner 
Janet & David Wigodner 
Wiley Boyd Family Fund 
The Xcel Group 

$999–$500  
Nicole & Ian Borchers 
Dyannah Butler 
Esther Chagoya 
Suzanne Coonan 
Del Re Law 
Za’Tazia Duffie 
Alexandria Evers 
Denise & Ben Femminella 
Kate & Pete Govorchin 
Peg & Dan Grabowski 
Melissa & Christopher Guerdan 
Daniel Harper 
Mary Lou & Jerrol Leitner 
Honorable Sharmila Manak  
Anton Mathews 
Katie & John Mlade 
Dawn & David Motley 
Audrey Nannenga 
Melville Nickerson 
Partners In Capacity LLC 
Kathleen & Michael Parvis 
Paypal Giving Fund 
Fran & Jeff Pine 
pomi 
Jacalyn Ramdin-Johnson & Carl Johnson 
Rush Neurobehavioral Center 
STRYV365 
Team IDI 
Rebeca & Jose Torres 

Diane & Wally Treu 
Uline 
University Center of Lake County 
Tomas Uriostegui 
Anthony Vega 
Raymond Vukovich 
Waukegan Township  

$499–$100 
Beatriz Aguilera Tenorio 
Susana Ambrose 
AMS Chicago 
Natalie Arriola 
Association of Women Attorneys of Lake County 
Baird Foundation Inc 
Deborah Baldauf 
Dr. Venoncia Bate-Ambrus 
Paul Becker 
Bert’s Pizza Pub & Gaming 
Morag & Kevin Bishop 
Diane & Mike Boerding 
Gretta Boerding 
Booner’s Place 
Wygenia Brisco 
Tara Busse 
Bridget & Brian Carr 
Lisa & Eugene Carroll 
Casey’s 
Maria Castro 
Melissa Castro 
Children’s Dentistry of Lake County 
Honorable Janelle Christensen 
Marisol Clark 
Keay Crandall 
Culver’s 

Maytee & Freddrick Diez 
Dockside Holdings LLC 
Dulce Dominguez 
Don Luis Catering 
Eliuth & Enrique Duran 
Katherine & Eric Easthon 
Tracy & Aybars Emsun 
Kim & Eric Ephraim 
Ricardo Estrada 
Jessica Ferrara 
Honorable Patricia Fix 
Karina Garnica 
Jordan Gartner 
Alicia Giles 
Carlos Giraldo 
Cristina Gonzalez 
Jenni & Randy Gorospe 
Candice Grant 
Amy Grutzmacher 
Letisia Gutierrez 
Mary & Bruce Handler 
Ryan & Kyle Harris 
Honorable Corinne Heggie 
Lisa Hirsh 
Patricia Hogan 
Hope Lutheran Church of Long Grove 
Cathryn Ingram 
Mary Clare Jakes 
Jen G’s Pizza & Pub 
Jester’s Double D Pizza 
Elizabeth & Ed Jung 
Rahul Kalsi 
Amy & Dan Kaufman 
Holly Kim 



Jeff Koopman 
Susan Kopystynsky 
Laskowski Ace Hardware
Laurie & Richard Lee 
Kathleen Levine 
Julie & James Lima 
Thomas Maillard 
Manning Silverman & Company 
Mano a Mano 
Alison & Michael Marella 
Maria’s Tax Service 
Gema Mariscal 
Jonathan Martinez 
Representative Joyce Mason 
Honorable Reginald Mathews 
Mary Jo Mohr-Mann 
Alice Morado 
Lori Nerheim 
North Avenue Tap 
Andi & Pat Odom 
Courtney Olson 
Toni Ostalaza 
Loretta & John Pable 
Juan Padilla 
Brian Pardus 
Shyama Parikh Chauhan 
Carmen & Ignacio Patlan 
David Patterson 
Brent Pawlecki 
Allison & DeWayne Peevy 
Pfizer 
Stefanie & Doug Pool 
Gaby Puentes 
Maureen Riedy Shutvet & David 

Shutvet 
Steve Riggle 
Honorable Elizabeth Rochford 
Janessa Rodriguez 
Patricia & Ralph Rowe 
Dr. Nicole Russo-Ponsaran & Bruce Ponsaran 
Noelle Schmitt 
Shane Schurter 
Lauren Sczygielski-Anders & Dan Anders 
Tina Sernett 
Mindy Shelton 
Katie Sinno 
Steven Smalley 
Courtney Smith 
Dean Smith 
State Bank of the Lakes 
Jeffrey Storm 
Carolyn Strobel 
Jasmine Taylor-Newton 
Daron Terfehn 
Stephanie Torres 
UPS Store 
Samantha & Dustin Urbanik 
Priscilla Van Zanten 
Blanca Vela-Schneider & Scott Schneider 
Waukegan Chamber of Commerce 
Waukegan Fire Department 
Waukegan Park District 
Michelle & Brad Whitney 
Susan Wigodner 
Lisa & Seth Wolkoff 
Vance Wyatt 
Matthew Yates 
Marcus Zagorniak 



$99–$1 
Anonymous • Abbott Laboratories • Nicole Aidinovski • Brandy Anderson • Katie Bak • Angela & Eric Baran • Chad Bauer • Jon Beckmann • Lauren Behnke • Juan Bello • 
Stu Bernett • Suzanne & Doug Bizer • Imelda Bracamontes • Kay Bradley • Joan Bucaro-Lopez • Chris Burnside Newman • Rebecca Camp • Adriana Cancino • 
TF Cappellano • Kristen Carnes • Guillermo Casillas • Omar Casillas • Kristine & Germain Castellanos • Melissa Christian • Holly & Jorge Colin • 
Honorable Gabriel Conroe • Ivonne Contreras • Yvonne Curley • Amanda Diaz-Bahena & Derek Bahena • Guss Diaz • Joseph Donnell • Rosalinda Elicea • Nadia Estrada • 
Monique & Brandon Ewing • Patricia & Robert Fleck • Molly Fry • Jeremy Galarneau • Joel Gallegos • Barbara Galvan • Alicia Garcia • Carmen Garcia • Columba Gaytan-
Morales • Daniel Giraldo • Janine Goldstein • Amalia Gonzalez • Cynthia & Victor Gonzalez • Lisa Graves • Angela & Jacob Greenberg • Paul Grutzmacher • 
Jose Gutierrez • Allison Haas • Grace Hanson • Leslie Hernandez • Bobbie Hinden • Shanese Jaddua • Norbert Jardeleza • Erica & Kyle Johnson • Dirce Juarez • 
Honorable Eric Kalata • Susan Kelsey • Kerry Kilpatrick • Meri Klaszky • Michaela Kopystynsky • Deborah Koster • Debbie & Ronald Kovich • Tanya LaBuda • 
Micah Lane • Janelle Laney • Leslie Leber • Anne Lefler • Mary Lenling • Leslie Letran • Jesse Lipson • Jerry Lopez • Eileen & Don Luce • Dianna Lugo • Maira Luna • 
Joel Manning • Daphne Marcilli • Martha Martinez • Ryan Martinez • Beth Mayer • Megan McKenna • Tom McNeely • Kerrigan McNulty • Honorable Jacqui Melius • 
Juan Morado Jr • AA MC Mullen • Yazmin Nava • Adedoyin Ogundipe  • Gini Ohlson • Lateef Olatunji • Laura Olvera • April Ontiveros • Maria Palmer • Steven Patton •
Christine Paulson • Marla Pettis • Adrian Puentes • Jeanette Ramos • Record-A-Hit Entertainment • Bill Reimers • Ben Richards • Victor Rico • Brenda Rivera • Lisa Roth • 
Rodolfo Ruiz-Velasco • Cindy Salas • Erika Salas • Christa Sanchez Bice • Massiel Sanchez Giles • Natalie Schlueter • Charise Schultz • Miles Simmons • 
Honorable James Simonian • Beth & Russell Smith • Paul Stein • Andrew Stone • Greg Stopka • Brian Tarr • Debbie Tempesta • Dan Thacker • Barb Thomas • 
Sean Thomas • Tracy Thomas • Krystal Tidwell • Sonya & Keith Turner • Andrea Usry • Kim & Brian Vander Yacht • Cristy & Jason VanSteenburg • Yoselyn Vasquez •
Jane Waller • Ingrid Walters • Wayne Witkowski • Honorable Eun Yoon  

“I believe in Heart of the City’s work to support and 		
	 empower youth in the community!”
	 Heart of the City Donor 



David Motley – President
City of Waukegan

Ann Carroll-Butler – Vice President

Daniel Coughlin – Treasurer
4SBay Partners LLC

Pete Govorchin – Secretary
City of Hope

Esther Chagoya
Abbott Laboratories 

Frankie Cochiaosue 
US Army / HOTC Parent

Gabriel Cruz
Rodriguez Exterminating / HOTC Parent

Dr. Sarah Haag
Rosalind Franklin University

John Johnson
American Place Casino

Todd Johnson
LR WINDSOR  

Dean Jukovich 
First Bank Chicago 

Sara Martinez
PRS Investments / HOTC Parent

DeWayne Peevy 
DePaul University 

Bruce Ponsaran
Sedgebrook Senior Living 

Janessa Rodriguez 
Waukegan Mail Depot 

Lupe Rodriguez

Andres Tapia 
Andres Tapia Strategy Group 

James Teppen
LAGO Apex Credit Corp 

Rena Lee
Heart of the City 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS



Rena Lee
Executive Director

Dean Smith
Sporting Director

Gary Potter
Director of Finance

Francisco Martinez
Director of Youth Development

Letisia Gutierrez
Director of Sporting Operations

Adrian Roman
Director of Coaching

Alejandro Sotelo
Director of Academy

Daniel Giraldo
Marketing Manager

Audrey Nannenga
Development & Grants Manager

Nicole Borchers
Administrative Manager

ELITE AND ACADEMY COACHES 

Luis Ibarra 
Ashley Koenig 
Omar Mendez 
Victor Rico 
Adrian Roman 
Alejandro Sotelo 
Hector Tellez 
Jonathan Valenzuela 
William Ventura  

COACHES IN TRAINING 

Annette Guadarrama - U16 Girls Elite

Karolina Lach - U16 Girls Elite

Matilda Pedraza  - U16 Girls Elite

Frances Winslett 
Program Manager 

Elizabeth Contreras
Sporting Operations 
Coordinator

Rob Kettle
Recruitment Specialist

STAFF & COACHES



847-623-6200
114 S Genesee St., Suite 301 
Waukegan, IL 60085 SCAN TO WATCH OUR 2025 IMPACT

#PLAYWITHHEART

KEEP THEM PLAYING. KEEP THEM DREAMING.


